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CELEBRATING THE

SEASON

Our educators brought the wonders
of autumn into the classroom and
found creative ways to embed critical
early learning skills in their
investigations.
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MAKING MUSIC AT

ECDC

Whether it's in the classroom, online
with our ECDConnect students or at
our weekly virtual assemblies, music
is an integral part of the ECDC
experience. 
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IN THE ATELIER AT

ECDC

Our Atelier (studio) continues to be a
hub for creativity and discovery at
ECDC. Mrs. Dreyfuss, our atelierista,
has found new ways to enrich our
days with art. 
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October brought changes to the leaves, a crispness to the air, and inspiration for learning and
discovery in our classrooms. From celebrations of the harvest and the natural world at Sukkot to
seasonal songs with Mrs. Closson, our classrooms were full of the sights and sounds of the season.
Below is a sneak peek at what you'll find in our October newsletter. 



Drawing Inspiration from the Natural World

In Reggio-inspired practice, the environment is
one of the child's most important teachers. The
beauty of the autumn season has been a source
of curiosity and engagement for our classrooms
this month. The children have sorted and graphed
with leaves, collected materials for seasonal
collages and designed their own miniature
Sukkahs to celebrate the holiday of Sukkot. 

Finding opportunities to connect to the world
around us and to model wonder is integral to our
philosophy at ECDC. 
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Autumn Investigations at ECDC

Fall Scented Playdough
INGREDIENTS

1 cup white flour
1/2 cup salt

2 Tablespoons cream of tartar 
1 Tablespoon vegetable oil

1 cup water
1/2 Tablespoon ground cinnamon, pumpkin pie

spice, or vanilla extract

INSTRUCTIONS
Sift together flour, salt and cream of tartar. Add
to pot and add water and oil. Turn stovetop on
medium heat and stir constantly. Add scent of
choice while stirring. When dough becomes a
ball, remove from heat and add food coloring for
desired color. 



THE ABCS AND 123S OF ECDC

ECDC advocates for measures that support the high quality of early

childhood programs. This month we are partnering with pennaeyc, the

Pennsylvania Association for the Education of Young Children to ask for your

participation. Early childhood programs are chronically underfunded, but in

this era of COVID-19, programs are grappling with increased costs and

reduced enrollment and revenue. In Pennsylvania, 300 child care programs

have closed permanently and many more are at risk. Please join ECDC and

pennaeyc in asking Governor Wolf and the General Assembly to include

funding in the state budget to keep early learning strong:

https://startstrongpa.org/take-action!

Please visit the pennaeyc website for more information:

https://www.pennaeyc.com/advocacy/
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In Mrs. Suprano's and Mrs.

Bodamer's class, children

used collected leaves to

practice their sorting and

classfying. This work

connected the classes

interest in the changing

leaves to mathematical

concepts. 

In Mrs. Silverman's and Mrs.

Tatkar's Transition class, our

oldest students are given

many opportunities to

practice their writing and

reading skills. They sign in

daily, write notes to one

another in the messaging

center and this month began

creating their own books. 

In Mrs. Shadel's and Mrs.

Butz's class they used loose

parts to practice recognizing

and forming the letters in their

names. This fine motor activity

is an engaging, active way for

the children to develop these

skills. 

Calendar Reminders

November 3rd
No School

Election Day

November 4th 
No School

Professional Development

November 25-27 
No School

Thanksgiving

Join Our 

Advocacy Efforts



Singing, Dancing and Making Music

Music with Mrs. Closson is a favorite experience

for many of our children. In October, Mrs.

Closson incorporated fall themes into her work

with the children--they became falling leaves

and squirrels shaking their tails! We hope you

and your family have had an opportunity to join

us at our weekly Assemblies at 1pm on Fridays

(or available any time thereafter on our

website). Assembly time is a chance to gather in

virtual community and get a window into the

music program at ECDC. Mrs. Closson's classes

are always joyful and they also allow children to

practice motor skills like tapping, clapping and

body coordination. Learn more about the

important role music has in early childhood

education here:                                        

 https://tinyurl.com/musicECDC

A huge thank you to our
amazing educators. 
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Questions? Ideas? We'd love to talk with you!

Iris: iharlan@templeemanuelpgh.org

Kate: klouik@templeemanuelpgh.org

Ellen: edrook@templeemanuelpgh.org

412-279-7687 

In the Atelier

Our Atelier (studio) has long been the hub of

creativity at ECDC. Mrs. Dreyfuss, our atelierista,

has been designing provocations that spark

wonder and curiosity. Whether students are

visiting the Atelier with their classes or working

with their Atelier-to-go bag during their

ECDConnect sessions, our children benefit from

open-ended, process-oriented projects. 

This month, Mrs. Reinke's and Mrs. Emery's class

visited the Atelier for an exploration inspired by

Kandinsky circles. This project was an extension

of the fine motor work they'd been doing in their

classroom. During their time in the Atelier, the

children traced, cut and glued to create a

collaborative piece modeled after Kandinsky's

Squares with Concentric Circles. Other classes

created autumn-inspired murals and worked

with beads to make their own bracelets. 


