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According to our tradition, before we study, we recite the following: Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha'olam asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu la'asok b'divrei Torah. “Praised are You, Adonai, Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has made us holy with commandments and commanded us to engage in the study of Torah.”
The words of this blessing encourage us to “engage in the study of Torah;” to embrace our studies, to discuss and wrestle with what we learn. Furthermore, we are to be actively involved in a community of learners – so that together we can make each encounter with Judaism a worthwhile one. 
Traditionally Jews have come together to learn in a part of the synagogue known as the Beit Midrash. Translated as ‘the house of study,’ it was the room in which group learning occurred. One who entered could expect to find all sorts of opportunities – to listen, to learn, to argue, to discuss, to experience, to grow. It was a place where all learners were welcome – regardless of background or previous knowledge. The Beit Midrash then was an important gathering place within the community for all those who wanted to learn more about their Judaism.
The Adult Education program here at Temple Emanuel is named to reflect this traditional learning model. Many exciting things are being planned this year – all designed to help our Temple Family learn and grow together. All sessions are held at Temple and are free of charge unless otherwise noted. 
La'asok b'divrei Torah… As we join together to share the joy of learning, may we grow closer to our tradition - and to each other as well. 
If you have any questions, please contact Rabbi Jessica Locketz at 412-279-7600 or jlocketz@templeemanuelpgh.org. 

To register for the classes listed here, please contact the Education Office at 412-279-7600 or templeemanuel@templeemanuelpgh.org.
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Ongoing Weekly Classes 
Torah Study

Our Shabbat morning Torah Study focuses on the weekly Torah portion. The session is built on the reading and translation of various passages from the Torah portion, traditional commentary and group discussion. No background in Hebrew or the Bible is necessary, only an interest in exploring the text. 
Saturdays; 9-10:15 am

Hebrew

(Hebrew Reading Crash Course
Offered as part of the National Jewish Outreach Program’s Read Hebrew America Literacy Campaign, during this five week, free class, Melinda Freed will help participants begin to develop the skills needed to follow synagogue services, to be more involved in Jewish education, or simply to enhance their ties to Judaism.  

Wednesdays, October 23, 30, November 6, 13, 20; 7-8:30 pm
(Moving Past the Alef-Bet: Prayer Hebrew I

Do you already know the alef-bet but need more practice reading? In this class, Melinda Freed will lead students in reviewing the prayers used in the worship service. Students must have a prior knowledge of the Hebrew alphabet and vowels or be willing to spend time “catching up”. 
Wednesdays, Dec. 4-April 29; 7:30-8:30 pm
(No class Dec. 25, Jan. 1, April 8)

Fee: $30 TE Members; $40 non-members 

**Fee includes book and other materials

Wednesday Night Classes 
Temple Emanuel is the place to be on Wednesday night! Inspiring and nurturing lifelong learning at Temple, we are excited to add an adult education series to our already vibrant — Torah Center, B’nei Mitzvah tutoring, our JLine high school program — educational offerings. Sign up for a three-week class on a topic of particular interest, or string together multiple series for a refresher or introductory course on Jewish tradition. No cost is involved, though you might consider investing in the suggested readings. All class will be on Wednesdays, 7-8:30 pm. 
(Jewish Prayer 101 with Rabbi Jessica Locketz

Explore the history of Judaism’s most important book, become more familiar with the prayers, and enrich your subsequent worship opportunities at Temple in this 3 session series.

October 16: The Siddur

October 23: Shabbat Evening Services

October 30: Shabbat Morning Services

Suggested Reading: Entering Jewish Prayer by Reuven Hammer

(Jewish Prayer 102 with Rabbi Aaron Meyer
When should we be changed by the prayers that we say and when should the prayers change to accommodate new understandings? Explore the tensions in non-Orthodox prayer in this 3 session series.
November 6: Gender Inclusivity

November 13: Problematic Prayers

November 20: Conceptual Shifts

Suggested Reading: Entering Jewish Prayer by Reuven Hammer

(Jewish Holidays with Rabbi Emily Meyer
Examine the historical underpinnings (real or imagined), traditional practices, and contemporary innovations for the various holidays in the Jewish year.

December 4: Fall Holidays

December 11: Spring Holidays
December 18: Winter Holidays

Suggested Reading: Celebrating the Jewish Year by Paul Steinberg

(Judaism and God: An Evolving Story with Rabbi Jessica Locketz

Jewish sources discuss, debate, clarify, and crystalize our conceptions of God in every age and stage of the Jewish people. Explore different viewpoints and deepen your own understandings in this 3 session series.

January 8: The God of the Hebrew Bible

January 15: The God of Rabbinic Literature

January 22: God after the Holocaust

Suggested Reading: Finding God by Sonsino and Syme

(The Jewish Lifecycle with Rabbi Aaron Meyer
Ritual, superstition, history, and values weave together as we mark the passage of time in Jewish life. Learn more about how these events form the backbone for Jewish sacred living.

January 29: Welcoming a Jewish Baby

February 5: B’nei Mitzvah, Confirmation, Graduation

February 12: The New Jewish Wedding

February 19: Conversion to Judaism

Suggested Reading: Living a Jewish Life by Anita Diamant

(Death & Mourning with Rabbi Aaron Meyer
Perhaps the singular lifecycle event that Jewish tradition gets right — and modern Jews get wrong — are our rituals around death and mourning. Examine the history and contemporary practice to clarify your own wishes.

February 26: Living and Ethical Wills

March 4: The Funeral Service

March 11: Shiva, Shloshim, and Yahrzeit

Suggested Reading: Saying Kaddish by Anita Diamant

(Meaning Making: Passover with Rabbi Jessica Locketz
The formative event of the Jewish narrative past is told and retold every year. Add new learnings and rituals to your Seder table in 5780!

March 18: Understanding the Haggadah

March 25: Meaningful Modern Sederim

April 1: Model Seder

Suggested Reading: The JPS Commentary of the Haggadah by Joseph Tabory

Ongoing Monthly Classes 
Talk Thursday 
Bring your lunch on the 1st Thursday of every month as together with Rabbi Meyer we Talk Thursday. Current events, Jewish values, and lively conversation weave together as thoughts are honed and community is built, nourishing our souls while we feed our bodies. Check the bulletin or Temple website for locations. RSVP’s are helpful to coordinate room size but are not required:
Thursdays, October 3, November 7, December 5, January 2, February 6, March 5, April 2, May 7; 12-1 pm

(Movies* and Munchies

Join librarian Paula Altschul in a monthly exploration of Jewish films.

Monday, October 28: Sarah’s Key - rated PG-13, subtitled, 2011- with Kristin Scott Thomas, as an American journalist in Paris who discovers some little known French history during WWII. Based on the book that is available in our library.

Monday, November 25: The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler -rated PG, closed captioned, 2009- with Anna Pacquin & Marcia Gay Harden, docudrama about a social worker who saved lives in the Warsaw Ghetto.

Monday, January 27: The Women’s Balcony - subtitled, 2016. What happens when the balcony falls down in an Orthodox synagogue in Jerusalem? You will enjoy this comedy!

Monday, February 24: The Insult - rated R, subtitled, 2017. You won’t believe that an assumed insult led to the Supreme Court in Lebanon. This is a fascinating look at the complicated Middle East.

Monday, March 23: The Monuments Men - rated PG-13, closed captioned, 2014, with George Clooney & Matt Damon. A platoon is charged with finding art works stolen by the Nazis.

Monday, April 27: The Guilt Trip - rated PG-13, closed captioned, 2012, with Barbra Streisand & Seth Rogen. A mother and son take a road trip together. Lots of laughs!

All movies begin at 1 pm in the Community Room with delicious snacks, tea and decaf coffee available for free!
To RSVP: Contact the Temple Office at 412-279-7600.

*Movies are subject to change
Rosh Chodesh Gatherings
Rosh Chodesh (the celebration of the new month) is an inspiring monthly get-together for Temple Emanuel women of all ages with a focus on using Jewish teachings and traditions to improve our lives.  Each gathering will have a positive and encouraging environment, and women of all ages and levels of Jewish knowledge and experience are welcome.  

This year’s Rosh Chodesh theme will be A YEAR OF JEWISH VALUES.  Each month we will explore a different Jewish value and discover how to integrate it into our lives in meaningful ways.

If you are interested in attending, hosting or facilitating a gathering this year, or if you have any questions or ideas, please contact Lisa Dvorin at 412-780-8319 or lisadvorin@comcast.net.  

Rosh Chodesh Chesvan: Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Kislev: Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Tevet: Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Shevat: Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Adar: Sunday, March 1, 2020; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Nisan: Sunday, March 29, 2020; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Iyyar: Sunday, April 26, 2020; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Sivan: Sunday, May 31, 2020; 7-9 pm
Rosh Chodesh Tamuz: Sunday, June 28, 2020; 7-9 pm
Single-Session Classes & Experiences

Bagel Bites

Join us for Temple Emanuel’s occasional Sunday Brunch Series. Dates and speakers will be announced when confirmed. 
Broadway! 
Join Temple Emanuel and the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust on Thursday, March 12, 2020 at the Benedum Center for The Band’s Visit. Winner of 10 Tony Awards, and one of only four musicals to sweep the Big Six categories, The Band’s Visit is a tale of inspiration and human connection set in Israel. A post-show panel discussion with the nationally touring actors and local experts will draw out the themes and enrich our experience immediately following this 90 minute performance. 

Discounted tickets at the $75, $50, and $25 levels can be reserved before they go on sale to the general public by sending your check to the Temple office before January 3, 2020.

Sajowitz Endowment Fund Program

The Sajowitz Endowment Fund (SEF) Program is an annual opportunity for our Temple Emanuel family to spend time together in worship, Torah study, presentations and/or receptions.
Dates and speakers to be determined.
Family Programs & Holiday Observances
(Yom Kippur Beit Midrash
Planning to stay at Temple Emanuel all day on Yom Kippur – Wednesday, October 9? Join in the Yom Kippur Beit Midrash! Pick a session or two to pass the time away….and engage in a meaningful discussion or activity in the spirit of the High Holidays. 

12:30-1:15 pm

· “Making Gratitude Jars” in the Art Room with Michelle Dreyfus

· “Jewish Texts and Tradition on Abortion ” in the Beit HaT’fila with Rabbi Aaron Meyer 

1:30-2:15 pm

· “Making Gratitude Jars” in the Art Room with Michelle Dreyfus

· “Making it Personal: How Our Judaism Helps Us To Thrive” in the Community Room with Rabbi Jessica Locketz 

· “Light, Time, and Temple Emanuel: The Architectural Symbolism at Temple Emanuel” in the Beit HaT’fila with Dan Rothschild

2:30-3:15 pm

· “A Tour of the Holocaust Garden” in the Courtyard with Lynn Rubin (weather permitting)

· “A Historical Look at Jewish Mt. Lebanon” in the WRJ Room with Melinda Freed

(Erev Sukkot Service

Celebrate Sukkot in style! Join us in our beautiful sukkah for snacks, followed by our Erev Sukkot service. We will be in the Outdoor Sukkah, weather permitting.
Sunday, October 13; 5 pm
(Simchat Torah Celebration
Celebrate Simchat Torah with the entire Temple Community. Begin with the Morning Minyan including Yizkor and stay for the service when we will pray, sing, march with the Torahs to music by the Hot Matzohs, and more! You won’t want to miss this joyous celebration.
Sunday, October 20; Minyan at 9:30 am, Service 10:45-12 noon. 
(A Tu B’shevat Seder 

Please join our Torah Center Students, Rabbi Meyer and 

Rabbi Locketz for an informal afternoon of song, laughter, and celebration at Temple Emanuel’s Tu B’Shevat Seder. 

This lovely ritual, created by the Kabbalists (Jewish mystics), celebrates the New Year for trees and the imminent arrival of spring. 

Wednesday, February 5; 5:15-6:30 pm 
(Purim Megillah Reading

Join us for this adult only event as we celebrate Purim together. More information about the evening will be available in the February bulletin.
Monday, March 9: details to follow
(Women’s Seder

The annual Women's Passover Seder is a multigenerational, intimate gathering of Temple members that will explore "our people's journey to freedom from a female perspective."  More information will be available in the March bulletin. 
Tuesday, March 31; 7:00 pm 

Fee: $10 for adults, children under 18 are free.  

(A (model) Passover Seder 

Please join our Torah Center Students, Rabbi Meyer and 

Rabbi Locketz for song, laughter, and celebration at Temple Emanuel’s (model) Passover Seder. Participants will learn the ins and outs of the Seder and even bring home a few new ideas to spice up each family’s Passover observance! 

Sunday, April 5; 10:45-12 noon 
RSVP to torahcenter@templeemanuelpgh.org
(Family Passover Seder

Join Rabbi Meyer and Rabbi Locketz and their families at Temple Emanuel’s second night Family Seder as we retell the story of Passover through ritual and song. It promises to be an enjoyable evening filled with Passover activities and games for the young and young at heart! 
Thursday, April 9; 6 pm 
Fee to be determined

Reservation forms will appear in the March Bulletin.

Community Programs

(South Hills Jewish-Christian Dialogue
Join clergy from synagogues and churches throughout the South Hills for discussion intended to strengthen understanding and communication across religious lines in Pittsburgh. 
Third Thursday of the month beginning October 17: 12-1:15 pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Light refreshments will be served.

(South Hills Community Shabbat

Join our South Hills Community to celebrate Shabbat…together! Dinner will be served followed by an engaging service and special Oneg Shabbat. 

Friday, November 15 at Beth El Congregation

Dinner at 5:30 pm, Service at 6:30 pm 

Friday, February 7 at Temple Emanuel

Dinner at 6:00 pm, Service at 7:00 pm 
(Global Day of Jewish Learning
The Global Day of Jewish Learning was conceived to mark the completion of Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’s monumental translation on the Talmud. This year marks the tenth time that communities around the world from across the spectrum of beliefs and backgrounds will come together in a day of study and unity.  Watch the bulletin and weekly Temple emails for more information on this year’s topics and events.
Sunday, November 17
Times and locations to be determined 
 (Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Held each November for the last 52 years, our Interfaith Thanksgiving Service is a unique event that brings four faiths together to celebrate in gratitude and unity. This year’s event will be held at Bower Hill Community Church. All are welcome!
Tuesday, November 26: 7 pm
 (South Hills Chanukah Celebration

Don’t miss the South Hills Chanukah Celebration! This family celebration includes a variety of activities and games including a communal candle lighting, song session and more.  This program will be held at the South Hills Jewish Community Center. 
December 28; 5:30-7:30 pm
(JFilm Festival 
Mark your calendar for yet another successful run of wonderful films and programs for all!  More information and the schedule of films will be available in early 2020. 
April 2020 – Exact dates and times to be determined.  
(Holocaust Remembrance
Join different faith communities from throughout the South Hills in this special memorial evening. 

Sunday, April 19: 7 pm at Beth El Congregation. This program is sponsored by SHIM – South Hills Interfaith Movement
(Community-Wide Yom Ha’Atzmaut Celebration

Join in the South Hills observance of Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel Independence Day. The program will include a variety of family activities. 

Thursday, April 30: 5:30-7:30 at the South Hills JCC
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